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The Organizational Legitimacy Proof
Mechanism of Public Library under the
Corporate Governance Structure

ZHANG Shoumian

(National Library of China, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] Organizational legitimacy refers to the recognition of the stakeholders
of the organization. Only with the legitimacy can the organization obtain continuous support for survival and
development in the environment. The construction of corporate governance structure of public libraries in
China has been gradually moving from tentative to clear and in-depth stages, but its power checks and balances
are not obvious enough under the condition of basically single government investment subject. [ Method/
process ] In order to explore the potential of corporate governance structure to promote the development of
public libraries to a greater extent, this paper introduces the theory of organizational legitimacy to analyze the

construction process of corporate governance structure of public libraries in China, as well as the effectiveness
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