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Study on the Special Resource System of
Harvard Libraries

GUO Jing

(Shanghai Jiao Tong University Libraries, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] The Harvard Libraries is the largest academic library in the world.
It holds very huge unique resources, and it is also a sample and benchmark for the special collections in
libraries worldwide. There is still a lack of systematic research on the Harvard Libraries’ special resource
system in China. The article makes a survey and analysis of it, not only to enable domestic libraries to better
understand the characteristics of the Harvard Libraries, but also to provide a reference for building the special
and unique resources of academic libraries in China. [ Method/process | This article comprehensively uses
field research, text analysis, website content analysis and other methods, illustrates the management, services,
systems, processing guidelines, special resource repair and protection, and current key projects of the special
resources. A comprehensive analysis of the main components, status quo and characteristics of the Harvard
Libraries’ special resource system is put forward. [ Result/conclusion | Through research, this artide
finds that the Harvard Libraries has built a complete and mature system for its special resources, integrating
services, systems, regulations, management and forward-looking projects, which can guarantee its long-term
sustainable support for teaching, research and cultural inheritance.

Keywords: Harvard libraries; Special resources; Special collections
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